
Keep an eye on your licensing requirements



A copyright licence is required to screen films in schools (under the 
Copyright, Designs & Patents Act 1988), if the film is being screened for 
entertainment purposes rather than for the purposes of instruction or as 
part of the curriculum.

Films used within schools as end-of-term treats, as an after-school 
activity, a wet weather alternative, to help illustrate social issues, or general 
screenings to entertain students and staff, all require a copyright licence.

If your school does not have a licence to screen films for 
entertainment purposes, your school will be breaching UK copyright law.

The Public Video Screening Licence (PVSL) was created by 
Filmbank Distributors and is administered by the Centre of Educational 
Finance Management (CEFM). Filmbank represents all of the leading 
Hollywood plus independent and Bollywood film studios in the area of 
non-theatrical film licensing (usage of film outside the cinema and home).

Schools with a PVSL are able to screen as many borrowed or purchased 
films as required from legitimate UK outlets for one low annual fee.

The PVSL will cover your school for the use of films from film studios including:

Warner Bros.	 Entertainment Film Distributors
Sony Pictures	 Disney (inc Pixar)
MGM/United Artists 	 Miramax
Pathé	 Granada Rank Catalogue
Universal Pictures	 DreamWorks
Paramount	 *20th Century Fox
Touchstone	 Eros Entertainment
Optimum Releasing	 and many more

For a full list of participating studios please visit www.pvsl.co.uk

No add on licence is required for the screening of Hollywood, 
independent and Bollywood films within Filmbank’s repertoire.

This means that with one licence, your school will be able to screen films 
such as Harry Potter, High School Musical 3,  Fantastic Mr Fox, The 
Narnia Chronicles and Slumdog Millionaire as well as UP and many 
other popular Disney classics. 

Obtaining a PVSL

To obtain a PVSL for 2010/11, please complete the attached 
Application Form and return it with your licence fee to:

PVSL DEPARTMENT
c/o CEFM (Centre for Education & Finance Management) 
Red Lion House, 9-10 High Street,
High Wycombe, Bucks HP11 2AZ

Filmbank recommends that you study the terms and conditions of the 
PVSL on the back of the attached Application Form. In some instances 
your LEA may be covering the cost of the licence for your school. 

Quarterly Reports

As a condition of the licence agreement, your school is required to submit 
a quarterly report detailing the titles screened at your school over the 
previous three months. This is to ensure correct reporting to the film 
studios participating in the PVSL scheme. Please check our website 
www.filmbank.co.uk/pvsleducation for reporting dates.

Frequently Asked
Questions
Q. How do I calculate which tariff applies to my school? 
I only want to screen in one classroom?
A. The PVSL tariff is based on the total number of pupils in your school, 
not the total number of pupils in a classroom where a film is screened.

Q. We only show films as part of the curriculum, do we need a 
licence?
A. The screening of a film for the purpose of instruction is not an 
infringement of copyright law and a licence is not required. If a film is 
shown for entertainment purposes a PVSL will be necessary.

Q. We only show films as part of the school day – do we need
a licence?
A. Possibly. If a film is shown as part of the curriculum, it will not require a 
copyright licence. However, if the film is shown for entertainment purposes, 
a PVSL will be required.

Q. Are PTA activities covered by the PVSL e.g. screening films to 
fundraise for the school? 
A. The PVSL does not allow for screenings for commercial/money-making 
purposes. However, Filmbank can provide a commercial screen-
ing licence for this activity, even providing the latest films prior to DVD 
release, ideal for this type of event. For more information on Single Title 
Screening Licence contact 020 7984 5957.

Q. Can we promote the films we screen at our after-school club 
through marketing activities such as posters and the internet?
A. You are able to promote the film but within the school and to the 
licensed audience only.

Q. Can we invite guests to our screenings?
A.This falls out of the PVSL terms as the licence covers your school’s 
staff and students only. A Single Title Screening Licence (STSL), also 
available from Filmbank, would be required to cover any additional 
guests. With this licence Filmbank can offer films not yet available on 
DVD starting from starting from £81 per screening.

Q. We have an after-school club with pupils attending from other 
schools, are we covered to screen films at this club?
A. The PVSL only covers your school’s teachers and students.
You would need to get a new PVSL to cover the pupils from other 
schools at your after-school club.

Q. Our school is occupied during the summer by a training college 
who use the facilities and accommodation. Will our licence 
cover them?
A. The training college forms another ‘group’ under the licence scheme 
and will need to be covered under a separate PVSL.

Q. We only show films at Christmas – do we need a licence?
A. Yes, a licence is required whether you are only showing a few 
films or a whole selection. Although a PVSL would cover this activity, 
Filmbank’s Single Title Screening Licence (STSL), also covers one-off 
screenings and has the added benefit of offering new release films prior 
to availability on DVD.

Q. We would like to take films on our skiing trip for use in the 
accommodation – this may be in Europe – can we do this?
A. The terms of the PVSL only cover the premises named on the 
licence. The PVSL is currently only available in the UK.

Q. We currently have a PVSL for our school, are we covered if 
we take a film to watch on a coach whilst on a field trip?
A. The coach company would be required to take out its own licence. For 
more information see  www.filmbank.co.uk/coachandbuslicence

Q: Do we still need a PVSL if we are members of FILMCLUB?
A:  Yes, if you are screening films you must have a PVSL. However 
under a special arrangement FILMCLUB pays the applicable licence fee 
for its  active member  schools with some conditions. Where a school 
already holds a PVSL FILMCLUB’s responsibility for fees payment will only 
commence from the start of the following licence year. Where a school 
has not previously held a PVSL then FILMCLUB will arrange payment of 
fees within the current licence year. Please note that FILMCLUB will only 
make payment on behalf of active member schools who have completed 
their induction, received their confirmation of membership and continue 
to actively participate in the programme. Any school who is not yet a 
confirmed active member of FILMCLUB, and still wishes to screen films, 
must apply for a PVSL via the application form attached.

*Excluding the Star Wars series and The Sound of Music

For educational queries contact CEFM on 01494 836 231
For general licensing queries contact Filmbank on
020 7984 5921 or visit www.filmbank.co.uk

About the 
Public Video Screening Licence (PVSL)



Acceptance of PVSL Terms & Conditions

I confirm that I am entitled to enter into this licence agreement on behalf
of the school. Furthermore, I confirm that the information contained in this 
application form is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true and correct.

I have read, understood and agree to the terms and conditions of the 
PVS Licence. I also agree that you may send me a renewal invoice next year 
and each subsequent year. I understand that I can cancel the PVS Licence 
at any point and that no rebate of the licence fee will be paid.

I enclose a cheque payable to ‘PVSL’ for the amount applicable to our 
group size + VAT.

*Title: 		          Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms	 			 

*Full Name:

*Signature:					   

*Position:			 

*Date:

Application Form 2010/11
Public Video Screening Licence (PVSL)

Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS. All fields marked* are mandatory
and must be completed. One application form is required per licence.

Please return this form to the PVSL Department at: CEFM, Red Lion House, 9-10 High Street, 

High Wycombe, Bucks HP11 2AZ  Telephone: 01494 836 231  Facsimile: 01494 751 420 

Email: pvsl@cefm.co.uk  PVSL is a trademark of Filmbank Distributors Limited

Details of premises to be licensed

*School (Licensed Group):

*Postal Address for Correspondence/Invoice:

*Telephone Number:							       Fax Number:

*Email Address:

Centre for 
Education & Finance 
Management

FROM TO TARIFF +VAT@17.5%* TOTAL
TICK where
appropriate

SCHOOL SIZE

o
o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

in block capitals

A PVSL Certificate and sticker will be sent to you at the contact address
provided above, once payment has been received and processed.

Payment Details

Please make cheques payable to ‘PVSL’ and send
a signed copy of the application form to:

PVSL
c/o CEFM 
Red Lion House 
9-10 High Street
High Wycombe 
Bucks 
HP11 2AZ

The PVS Licence year runs from 1 April to 31 March. 

Please retain a copy of the application form for
your records.

Information

We would like to keep you informed about new film 
releases and other services from Filmbank.

Please tick the box if you do not wish to receive
this information: o
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£1,350
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1,249
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1
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750

1,250
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Filmbank Rate Card *Please tick the tariff which applies to your licensed group based on the number of pupils at your school.

*Please check website for notification of any changes to VAT or other applicable Governmental charges. 

o Tick here and fax/email if you would prefer to receive an invoice.



Filmbank Distributors Limited

PVS Licence™

This Licence records the terms upon which 
Filmbank Distributors Limited grants licences 
for the showing in public in the United 
Kingdom of films distributed in VHS video 
or DVD formats by participating distributors 
through legitimate retail or rental outlets 
in the United Kingdom. The Licensee is 
permitted, on the terms set out below, to 
show such films in public (i) in their entirety to 
a fixed audience and (ii) for background use 
to a transient audience. It is a fundamental 
term of the Licence that the Licensee shall 
not charge the audience, directly or indirectly, 
to view any film shown under this Licence. A 
full list of participating distributors is available 
from the Filmbank website www.pvsl.co.uk.

1 Definitions and Interpretation
1.1 In this Licence the following definitions apply, unless the 
context requires otherwise:
Application Form means the PVS Licence Application Form a 
copy of which is available at www.pvsl.co.uk.
Average Weekly Footfall means the total number of visits by 
people to the Licensed Premises during the Term, the Licensee’s 
estimate of which appears in the Certificate.
Background Screening means the showing of a Film in public 
in accordance with Clause 2.1(b).
Certificate means the certificate issued by Filmbank confirming 
the issue of this Licence which is incorporated into and forms part 
of this Licence.
Excluded Film means any film listed on the “Excluded Films” 
page of the Filmbank website www.pvsl.co.uk.
Featured Screening means the showing of a Film in public in 
accordance with Clause 2.1(a).
Fee means an amount determined in accordance with the 
Filmbank Rate Card using the relevant rates prevailing at the 
commencement of the Term.
Film means any film distributed by Participating Distributors and 
available for rental or purchase in the form of copyright-fee-paid 
VHS video and DVD at rental and retail outlets in the Territory at 
the time of, or at any time prior to, the relevant Screening except 
any Excluded Film.
Filmbank means Filmbank Distributors Limited.
Filmbank Rate Card means the rate card published by Filmbank 
from time to time in respect of the PVS Licence.
Film Reporting Form means the reporting form used by 
Licensees to report the Films, Screened by them during the 
Term. A copy of the Film Reporting Form is available at www.
pvsl.co.uk. In lieu of the Film Reporting Form, Filmbank will 
accept a document in any format, provided that it contains all the 
information requested in the Film Reporting Form.
Licensed Group means the people who have access to the 
Licensed Premises as described in the Certificate.
Licensed Premises means the premises described in the Certificate.
Licensee means the person, firm or company described in the 
Certificate.
Participating Distributors means those film distributors listed 
from time to time on the Filmbank website www.pvsl.co.uk. 
Screening means a Featured Screening or a Background Screening.
Size of the Licensed Group means the number of people in the 
Licensed Group which number, as provided by the Licensee, in 
the Certificate.
Term means the period of time described in the Certificate.
Territory means the United Kingdom (as defined in the 
Interpretation Act 1978), the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands.
1.2 In this Licence:
(a) References to statutes or statutory provisions include 
those statutes or statutory provisions as amended, extended, 
consolidated, re-enacted or replaced from time to time and any 
orders, regulations, instruments or other subordinate legislation 
made under them.
(b) Unless specified to the contrary, use of the singular is deemed 
to include the plural.
(c) Any undertaking by Filmbank or Licensee not to do any act or 
thing shall be deemed to include an undertaking not to permit or 
suffer or assist the doing of that act or thing.
(d) The headings shall not affect interpretation. References to 
Clauses are to clauses of this Licence.

2 Grant of Rights
2.1 Subject to the terms set out in this Licence, Filmbank grants 
to the Licensee the following non-exclusive rights during the Term 
in the Territory:
(a) the right to show Films on a featured use basis at the Licensed 
Premises to the whole or any part of the Licensed Group; and
(b) the right to show Films on a background use basis at the 
Licensed Premises to the whole or any part of the Licensed Group.
2.2 For the purposes of the rights granted above:
(a) To show a Film on a featured use basis means the showing of a 
Film in public on a screen or screens of any size as a main or special 
attraction where the audience is expected to watch the entire Film.
(b) To show a Film on a background use basis means the 
showing of a Film in public on a screen or screens of any size 
to create an atmosphere or ambience where it is not a main or 
special attraction and where the audience is transient and not 

expected to watch the entire Film.
2.3 The following conditions apply to the grant of rights above:
(a) No charge shall be made, directly or indirectly, for:
(i) the Screening; or
(ii) admission to the whole of the Licensed Premises; or
(iii) admission to the part of the Licensed Premises where 
Screenings take place.
(b) No advertising or promotion of Screenings shall be permitted 
except as set out at Clause 2.4 below.
(c) No goods, services, organisation or event shall be endorsed 
or promoted in connection with Screenings.
(d) No cutting, editing, alteration or adaptation of any Film shall 
be permitted.
(e) No Screening shall be permitted from a copy of a Film other than 
a copyright-fee-paid copy of a Film in VHS video or DVD format 
available from retail and rental outlets in the Territory.
(f) No Screenings shall be permitted under this Licence if one of the 
main purposes or activities of the Licensee is the Screening of Films.
2.4 Advertising or promotion of Films is permitted only in relation 
to Screenings where no commercial activity of any kind is 
undertaken at the Licensed Premises during, prior to or after the 
relevant Screening and in such event any such advertising or 
promotion shall be limited to advertising and promotion on the 
Licensed Premises to the Licensed Group.
2.5 The rights granted in this Licence do not include the right to 
perform in public, as part of any Screening or otherwise, musical 
compositions embodied in the soundtrack of a Film.
2.6 The rights granted in this Licence may not be licensed or 
assigned to any third party.
2.7 The Licensee must complete and provide to Filmbank, 
every three (3) months from the start of the Term, a report of all 
films Screened under this Licence incorporating all information 
requested in the Film Reporting Form. If the Licensee does not 
supply such report within one month of the end of the three month 
reporting period, then the Licence will be rescinded and no refund 
given. The reporting periods can be found at www.pvsl.co.uk. 
2.8 The Licensee is responsible for all royalties, licence fees and 
other payments due in respect of the performing rights in any 
music and the mechanical reproduction of any recordings in the 
Film Screened by the Licensee.

3 Excluded Rights
Nothing in this Licence shall be construed as a licence to copy 
any Film, to issue copies of any Film to the public, to rent or lend 
any Film to the public, to communicate any Film to the public 
(including without limitation by way of broadcast or making 
available by electronic transmission) or to perform, show or 
play any Film in public other than in accordance with the terms 
expressly set out in this Licence.

4 Charging for Screenings
4.1Screenings must be free to the Licensed Group. For the purposes 
of Clause 2.3(a) above, a charge shall be deemed to have been made 
for the Screening where:
(a) the audience has paid to watch a Screening of the Film;
(b) the audience (or any part of the audience) has paid for admission 
to the Licensed Premises or the part of Licensed Premises where 
the Screening takes place;
(c) goods or services are supplied at the Licensed Premises (or any 
part of the Licensed Premises where the Screening takes place):
(i) at prices which are substantially attributable to the Screening; or
(ii) at prices exceeding those usually charged there.
4.2 For the purposes of Clause 2.3(a) above, but subject to Clause 
4.1 above, a charge shall not be deemed to have been made for 
admission to the Licensed Premises or any Screening in respect of:
(a) persons admitted as residents or inmates of the Licensed Premises;
(b) persons admitted as members of a club or society where the 
payment is only for membership of the club or society and the 
Screening is only incidental to the main purposes of the club or society.

5 Licensed Premises
5.1 The Licensee warrants and represents that:
(a) The Licensed Premises are indoor premises that are fully enclosed.
(b) The Screenings shall take place in a communal area or areas 
of the Licensed Premises where the Licensed Group is allowed 
access freely.
5.2 The Licensed Premises may be fixed or mobile but it is understood 
that, in the event that the Licensed Premises are mobile, this Licence 
shall only apply when the Licensed Premises are in the Territory.

6 Materials
It is the Licensee’s responsibility to obtain a copyright-fee-paid VHS 
video or DVD of any Film to be shown under the terms of this Licence.

7 Fee
7.1 The Licensee shall pay the Fee together with any VAT to 
Filmbank. Filmbank shall issue a Certificate to the Licensee 
following receipt of the Fee. 
7.2 Licensees shall not be entitled to a refund of any Licence 
Fees or a pro-rata portion of Licence Fee where the Licence :
(a) is granted part way during the Term; or
(b) has been terminated. 
7.3 The Licensee warrants and represents that the information 
given to Filmbank for the calculation by Filmbank of the Fee is 
correct to the best of the Licensee’s knowledge and belief.
7.4 Filmbank reserves the right to request reasonable documentary 
evidence of the Licensee’s estimate of the Size of the Licensed 
Group or the Average Weekly Footfall (as appropriate).
7.5 The Fee shall be calculated on the basis of the Size of the 
Licensed Group except where it is impossible to define with 
reasonable certainty the same in which case the Fee shall be 
calculated on the basis of the best estimate of the Average Weekly.
7.6 Filmbank shall be entitled to conduct an audit (or appoint an 
auditor to conduct an audit) of the Licensed Premises to verify 
the Average Weekly Footfall as estimated by the Licensee and 
the Licensee hereby grants to Filmbank (or its designated auditor) 
access to the Licensed Premises during the Term to enable 

Filmbank to conduct any such audit. Where the Licensed Premises 
are not open to the public, Filmbank shall give to the Licensee 
reasonable notice of Filmbank’s intention to conduct any such audit.
7.7 In the event that, as a result of conducting an audit or 
otherwise, Filmbank estimates that the Average Weekly Footfall 
is greater than the estimate provided by the Licensee, Filmbank 
shall notify the Licensee of any such difference and the basis 
upon which Filmbank has calculated Filmbank’s estimate of 
the Average Weekly Footfall and the Fee shall be increased as 
appropriate in accordance with the Filmbank Rate Card for the 
Term. Filmbank reserves the right to charge to the Licensee the 
reasonable costs of any audit conducted where the Average 
Weekly Footfall was underestimated by the Licensee by more 
than five per cent (5%).
7.8 Filmbank reserves the right to charge interest on late payment 
of amounts due under this Licence at the rate prescribed from 
time to time pursuant to the Late Payment of Commercial Debts 
(Interest) Act 1998.

8 Termination
8.1 Filmbank may terminate this Agreement with immediate effect 
by notice in writing to the Licensee if the Licensee is in material 
breach of any of the Licensee’s obligations under this Agreement.
8.2 Filmbank’s rights under Clause 8.1 are without prejudice to any 
other rights it may have hereunder or at law in relation to termination 
of this Licence, including without limitation any right to damages.
8.3 Either Filmbank or the Licensee may terminate this Agreement 
with immediate effect by notice in writing to the other if the other: 
proposes to enter or enters into any composition or arrangement 
with its creditors generally or any class of its creditors; or is 
the subject of any judgment or order made against it which is 
not complied with within seven (7) days or is the subject of any 
execution, distress, sequestration or other process levied upon or 
enforced against any part of its undertaking, property, assets or 
revenue; or, being a company is the subject of a petition presented 
or an order made or a resolution passed or analogous proceedings 
or steps taken for or towards appointing an administrator of or 
winding up such company, or suffers an incumbrancer to take 
possession, or to exercise or attempt to exercise any power of 
sale, or a receiver or administrative receiver to be appointed, 
of the whole or any part of the undertaking, property, assets 
or revenues of such company, or stops payment or agrees to 
declare a moratorium or becomes or is deemed to be insolvent 
or unable to pay its debts within the meaning of the Insolvency 
Act 1986 Section 123, or ceases or threatens to cease to carry 
on its business in the normal course; or, being an individual, is 
the subject of a bankruptcy petition or bankruptcy order, or is 
the subject of an application or order or appointment under the 
Insolvency Act 1986 Section 253 or Section 273 or Section 286 
or makes a proposal for a composition or arrangement with his 
creditors generally or any class of them, or is unable to pay or has 
no reasonable prospect of being able to pay his debts within the 
meaning of the Insolvency Act 1986 Sections 267 and 268; or any 
event occurs or proceedings are taken in respect of the other in 
any jurisdiction which has an effect equivalent or similar to any of 
the events mentioned in this Clause 8.3.

9 Personal Data
Information provided on the Application Form (“Information”) 
will be used by Filmbank for the purposes of administering an 
application for a PVS Licence and subsequent participation in 
the PVS Licence scheme. Please note that for such purposes, 
Filmbank may need to share the Information with third parties, 
including group companies of Filmbank and the owners of the 
Films situated outside Europe. By completing and submitting an 
Application Form, the Licensee agrees to the processing of the 
Information by Filmbank in this manner.

10 Statutory Rights
This Licence shall be deemed to complement and extend the 
rights of the Licensee under the Copyright, Designs & Patents 
Act 1988 (as amended from time to time) and nothing in this 
Licence shall constitute a waiver of any statutory rights held by 
the Licensee from time to time there under.

11 LIABILITY
Filmbank shall not be liable to Licensee for loss of profits, goodwill 
or any type of special, indirect or consequential loss under this 
Licence (including without limitation loss or damage suffered by 
Licensee as a result of a withdrawal of a Film

12 Miscellaneous
12.1 Nothing in this Licence shall constitute an agency, partnership 
or joint venture between the Filmbank and the Licensee.
12.2 Except as expressly provided in this Licence, neither 
Filmbank nor the Licensee shall be entitled to assign the benefit of 
this Licence without the prior written consent of the other.
12.3 This Licence together with any documents referred to in this 
Licence constitute the entire agreement between Filmbank and 
the Licensee relating to the subject matter of this Licence and 
supersede all previous licences or agreements.
12.4 No variation of this Licence shall be valid unless it is in writing 
and signed by or on behalf of each of Filmbank or the Licensee.
12.5 The failure to exercise or delay in exercising a right or remedy 
under this Licence shall not constitute a waiver of the right or 
remedy or a waiver of any other rights or remedies and no single 
or partial exercise of any right or remedy under this Licence shall 
prevent any further exercise of the right or remedy or the exercise 
of any other right or remedy.
12.6 The rights and remedies contained in this Licence are cumulative 
and not exclusive of any rights or remedies provided by law.
12.7 No provision of this Licence is enforceable pursuant to the 
Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999 by any person who 
is not a party to it.
12.8 All disputes arising under this Licence shall be governed by 
the laws of England and Filmbank and the Licensee shall submit 
to the non-exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of England.




